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To the Terayama family,

Before coming to Japan, | was so incredibly nervous about what to expect. But after
being welcomed into your home, | knew that there was nothing to be nervous about. Everyday
was filled with fun times and delicious food, and for that | want to say thank you from the bottom
of my heart. | also want to thank you for welcoming a total stranger into your home; especially
an American stranger. But not only did you open up your home to me, but you also made me
feel as if | was a part of your family too. So thank you for that.

The memories of our adventures from going to places like Sengan-en and wearing
Kimono and eating Shirokuma to going to the local 7-11 will forever be cherished. Also, one day
I hope to go to Baskin Robbins with you and actually be able to eat the ice cream together! But
even the moments of us just hanging at home is still valuable to me.

(1 also want to thank Aya especially for introducing me to Z1J%5 lol).

| wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

See you again soon!
Ayden C. Harold

P.S. Good luck to Yo next January!
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To the Kamei family,

Moving to a new host family was difficult, but I'm glad that | did because | was able to
meet you! Everyone was so lovely to live with and | truly felt welcomed! Especially when | got a
bit sick and | was taken care of.

| don’t think | ever shared my thanks well enough for my Sunday with you, but | truly
thank you! It was so much fun doing things such as kendama (even if | wasn’t good at it at all) or
participating in Sadou (though I'm not a big fan of the matcha tea, the ceremony itself is so
beautiful, | love it!).

I’'m also grateful that you taught me about your beliefs and temple! It was very interesting
and | hope sometime | could learn more about it too!

| hope you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Until next time,
Ayden

P.S. Keep studying, Kanon! You're incredibly smart, so | know you can do it!
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To Reimei and Kiire Middle School,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to visit your school and learn more about the
Japanese school system! | also would like to specifically thank the teachers for, though they
didn’t have to, helping me understand the lessons in each class; as because of this, not only did
I learn more Japanese, but | also was able to learn more about other things through Japanese!
The members of each school; teachers, students, and staff alike; all helped me to feel
welcomed and like a member myself. | also thank every single student at both schools, as so
many of them made an effort to actually talk to me, though my Japanese wasn’t very good, and
get to know me! All in all, thank you for giving up time and energy to welcoming a foreign
stranger with warmth and kindness. | hope to someday be able to repay it forward!

Forever grateful,

Ayden C. Harold
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To the volunteers,

Within these past few weeks, my life has changed so much. And it’s all thanks to you for
all of your hard work! Without it, | definitely never would’ve gotten the chances and experiences
that going on this trip gave me, especially when it comes to learning the cultural differences
between American and Japanese student life. Truly, from the bottom of my heart, there are not
enough words in the English vocabulary that can allow me to fully express my gratitude to you.
One day, | hope to repay your kindness forward by doing the same for a future student!

Thank you again for all of your hard work,
Ayden C. Harold



