From Copeville, Washington

WW I from the perspective of the U.S.
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1941.12.7 (12.8)

The Pearl Harbor Attack
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*On December 7, 1941, Japanese aircraft carriers approached

Hawaii. From the carriers, more than 300 bombers and fighter planes launched the attack on Pearl
Harbor. In a little more than two hours, the Japanese sank or damaged 18 American ships. At nearby
airfields, Japanese warplanes damaged or destroyed about 300 military aircraft. In all, the raid left more
than 2,400 Americans dead and nearly 1,200 wounded. The Japanese lost just 29 planes in the attack.

1945.8.6 & 1945.8.9
Atomic Bomb dropped on Hiroshima,

Nagasaki
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*On August 6, 1945, a B-29 named the Enola Gay dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan, a city
of 300,000 people. Three days later, the United States dropped a second atomic bomb. This one
obliterated the city of Nagasaki. As many as 250,000 Japanese may have died from the two atomic
bombs, either directly or as the result of burns, radiation poisoning, or cancer.

Truman had no regrets. “Let there be no mistake about it,” he said later. “| regarded the bomb as a
military weapon and never had any doubt that it should be used.” The destruction of Nagasaki brought a
Japanese surrender. Truman received this informal surrender on August 14, Victory over Japan Day, or
V-J Day.

*# FE “History Alive! Pursuing American Ideals” Chapter 36 Fighting World War T &3 & U
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